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Fair Week for Field Work:  The rain finally came this past 
week.  Thursday through the weekend, the Pennsylvania area 
received 1.5 to 3 inches of rain.  It was never a great downpour, 
but it was enough to strengthen crop performance and alleviate 
drought concerns.  However, farmers needing to cut hay are 
hoping for more stable weather.  More rain is expected this week 
as well.  Weevils are doing significant damage to the alfalfa crop, 
which has appeared to be rather short.  The precipitation has 
improved a majority of crop conditions this week.  Overall, 4 
days were suitable for field work, and principal farm activities 
included plowing, hauling and spreading manure, spraying 
herbicides and pesticides, repairing equipment, cutting hay, 
planting corn, soybeans, oats and potatoes.  
       
  
 

PA Topsoil Moisture for Week Ending May 14, 2006 
Very Short Short Adequate Surplus 

Percent 
6 

Percent 
18 

Percent 
68 

Percent 
8 

 
 
Crops:  Spring plowing is now 93 percent complete, ahead of the 
5-year average by 11 percent. Planting for the corn crop is at 75 
percent completion, 5 percent ahead of last year’s pace. The corn 
is now rapidly emerging at 34 percent, well ahead of last year and 
the 5-year average. The corn conditions have been reported as 69 
percent either in good or excellent condition.  Soybean planting is 
at 25 percent, slightly ahead of the 5-year average of 24 percent. 
Forty-nine percent of the winter wheat crop is now heading, far 
above average. The wheat crop condition, which is doing well, 
was reported as 71 percent good or better. Planting for oats is 
nearly complete at 98 percent as 66 percent of the crop has 
emerged.  Both values, for planted and emerged, are ahead of last 
year’s estimate and the 5-year average for oats at this time. Sixty-
five percent of the oat crop is in either good or excellent 
condition. Potato planting jumped to 76 percent completion, 12 
percent better than the previous year.  Cutting for hay has recently 
begun as 20 percent of the first cutting for alfalfa is complete, 9 
percent ahead of the previous year at this time.  The quality of hay 
made at this point in time was reported as 21 percent fair, 35 
percent good, and 44 percent excellent. 
  
All fruits for Pennsylvania are now considered to be in full 
bloom.  Peach and apple conditions are great as 98 percent of 
both were reported as good or excellent.    

Livestock:  The rain helped most pastures as more grass grows in 
height and green color.  As more showers make their way here 
this week, conditions may continue to improve.  However, too 
much precipitation can soak muddy pastures and hurt conditions 
just as much as dry the weather we have had. This week’s pasture 
conditions are the following: 5 percent very poor, 17 percent 
poor, 40 percent fair, 32 percent good, and 6 percent excellent.    
 
U.S. as of May 9, 2006:  Near to above-normal temperatures in 
the South and East.  Spotty dryness also lingered in states within 
the Northeast, although a slow-moving coastal storm lashed parts 
of New England with heavy rain.  In the Corn Belt, moderate 
precipitation hindered soybean planting and, to a lesser extent, 
corn planting.   
 
Corn: Growers had planted 70 percent of their acreage, compared 
with 75 percent last year and 64 percent for the 5-year average.  
Progress was somewhat limited by persistent rainfall.  Planting 
exceeded the normal pace in all States, except Colorado, Indiana, 
Minnesota, and the Dakotas.  Emergence, at 25 percent, was 3 
points ahead of last year and the 5-year average.  Emergence had 
begun in all States and was ahead of normal in most areas. 
 
Soybeans: Eighteen percent of the crop had been planted, 6 points 
behind last year and 1 point behind normal.  Planting progress, 
ahead of normal last week, slipped slightly behind normal as 
precipitation in the Corn Belt and Mississippi Delta hampered 
fieldwork.  Progress in most states was limited to 11 points or 
less. 
 
Winter Wheat: Heading advanced to 53 percent, compared with 
39 percent last year and 41 percent for the 5-year average.  
Development was ahead of normal in most states. 
 
Small Grains: Barley planting, at 55 percent complete, was 16 
points behind last year and 4 points behind normal.  Eighteen 
percent of the crop had emerged, compared with 27 percent last 
year and the 5-year average.  Emergence lagged behind normal in 
all States.  Oat producers had seeded 86 percent of their acreage, 
3 points behind last year but 7 points ahead of normal.  Planting 
was at or ahead of normal in all States.  Emergence, at 62 percent, 
was 1 point behind last year but 6 points ahead of the 5-year 
average.   
 
 



 

   

 
Weather Data For Week Ending May 14, 2006 

Last Week Weather Summary April 1 - May 14, 2006 
Temperature Precipitation Precipitation GDD Base 50F Base 40F Station 

High Low Average DFN Total Days Total DFN Days Total DFN Total 

Northwest 
Erie 
Franklin 
Meadville 
Mercer 
Springboro 
Warren 
 
North Central 
Bradford Region 
Emporium 
Kane 
Laporte 
Lock Haven 
Port Allegany 
Renovo 
Ridgway 
Stevenson Dam 
Towanda 
Wellsboro 
Williamsport 
 
Northeast 
Hawley 
Wilkes-Barre/Sc 
Susquehanna 
 
West Central 
Butler 
New Castle 
Slippery Rock 
 
Central 
Altoona/Blair 
DuBois 
Lewistown 
Middletown 
Prince Gallitzi 
Selinsgrove 
State College 
 
East Central 
Allentown-Bethel 
Lehighton 
Matamoras 
Tobyhanna 
 
Southwest 
Pittsburgh/Alle 
Derry 
Myersdale 
Mount Pleasant 
Pittsburgh Intl 
Rector 
Waynesburg 
 
South Central 
Biglerville 
Everett 
Hanover 
Shippensburg 
South Mountain 
York 
 
Southeast 
Green Lane 
Hamburg 
Hopewell 
Lancaster 
Neshaminy Falls 
New Holland 
Philadelphia 
Philadelphia NE 
Reading 
Valley Forge Na 
Willow Grove 

 
79 
81 
78 
78 
78 
82 

 
 

77 
81 
78 
72 
81 
79 
82 
79 
81 
80 
75 
79 

 
 

74 
78 
74 

 
 

81 
83 
80 

 
 

77 
77 
81 
79 
78 
80 
80 

 
 

78 
77 
72 

0 
 
 

79 
78 
75 
80 
79 

0 
80 

 
 

79 
76 
77 

0 
74 
78 

 
 

76 
80 

0 
78 
75 
78 
77 
77 
80 
82 
75 

 
44 
31 
34 
29 
30 
33 

 
 

31 
29 
24 
37 
38 
32 
33 
33 
32 
31 
31 
43 

 
 

30 
48 
36 

 
 

31 
33 
30 

 
 

39 
39 
40 
47 
34 
39 
42 

 
 

49 
47 
35 

0 
 
 

45 
31 
28 
32 
40 

0 
38 

 
 

43 
36 
41 

0 
39 
40 

 
 

46 
49 

0 
45 
36 
41 
51 
50 
49 
44 
48 

 
58 
56 
57 
55 
55 
56 

 
 

53 
55 
51 
55 
57 
54 
57 
55 
56 
58 
53 
59 

 
 

57 
60 
57 

 
 

55 
57 
55 

 
 

56 
55 
56 
61 
53 
58 
57 

 
 

61 
60 
58 

0 
 
 

59 
54 
49 
55 
58 

0 
55 

 
 

58 
53 
57 

0 
53 
58 

 
 

60 
61 

0 
60 
58 
60 
62 
62 
61 
61 
60 

 
4 
2 
4 
0 

-1 
1 

 
 

3 
3 
1 

-1 
2 
2 
1 
3 
4 
3 
2 
2 

 
 

4 
4 
5 

 
 

-2 
2 
1 

 
 

-2 
-2 
-3 
1 

-2 
2 
0 

 
 

3 
2 
2 
0 

 
 

2 
-3 
-8 
1 
0 
0 

-2 
 
 

-3 
-4 
-3 
0 

-5 
-3 

 
 

2 
5 
0 
2 
0 
1 
2 
2 
3 

-1 
3 

 
0.99 
1.80 
1.46 
1.02 
1.14 
1.25 

 
 

1.21 
1.17 
1.27 
1.75 
1.05 
0.97 
1.40 
1.25 
1.24 
1.48 
1.37 
1.74 

 
 

2.65 
0.48 
1.28 

 
 

1.72 
0.88 
1.11 

 
 

1.03 
1.30 
1.34 
1.42 
1.23 
1.50 
0.76 

 
 

0.90 
2.45 
1.85 
0.00 

 
 

1.16 
1.45 
1.23 
1.03 
0.74 
0.00 
0.92 

 
 

1.75 
1.15 
1.50 
0.00 
1.72 
1.45 

 
 

1.08 
1.29 
0.00 
1.42 
0.87 
0.72 
0.99 
1.31 
0.79 
1.68 
1.59 

 
4 
3 
3 
3 
4 
2 

 
 

2 
3 
1 
2 
3 
3 
2 
3 
3 
2 
2 
3 

 
 

2 
2 
3 

 
 

3 
3 
3 

 
 

3 
3 
3 
2 
3 
2 
1 

 
 

2 
2 
3 
0 

 
 

3 
4 
4 
2 
2 
0 
2 

 
 

5 
4 
4 
0 
5 
5 

 
 

2 
2 
0 
3 
2 
3 
2 
3 
2 
3 
3 

 
3.93 
5.07 
3.60 
4.87 
4.94 
4.81 

 
 

4.31 
5.05 
4.32 
4.58 
3.89 
3.65 
3.97 
4.61 
3.80 
3.44 
4.09 
4.15 

 
 

6.53 
3.63 
4.92 

 
 

5.53 
4.56 
4.81 

 
 

2.84 
5.03 
4.45 
4.58 
4.58 
4.85 
3.37 

 
 

4.09 
5.84 
5.81 
0.00 

 
 

4.03 
5.37 
5.07 
4.55 
3.89 
0.00 
3.47 

 
 

5.20 
4.63 
5.44 
0.00 
5.47 
5.08 

 
 

4.67 
4.86 
0.00 
5.13 
4.93 
4.53 
4.71 
5.07 
4.80 
5.01 
3.99 

 
-0.78 
-0.10 
-1.32 
-0.09 
0.39 

-0.40 
 
 

-0.75 
-0.26 
-1.06 
-0.40 
-0.76 
-1.04 
-0.68 
-0.70 
-1.51 
-1.00 
0.39 

-0.73 
 
 

1.34 
-0.91 
-0.48 

 
 

0.59 
0.03 
0.12 

 
 

-1.90 
-0.01 
-0.24 
-0.54 
-1.76 
0.03 

-1.07 
 
 

-1.31 
0.65 

-0.11 
0.00 

 
 

-1.05 
0.32 

-0.84 
-1.40 
-0.81 
0.00 

-1.75 
 
 

0.16 
-0.38 
0.40 
0.00 
0.73 

-0.15 
 
 

-0.90 
-1.12 
0.00 
0.02 

-1.12 
-0.58 
-0.62 
-0.26 
-0.97 
-0.61 
-2.06 

 
18 
17 
15 
18 
18 
17 

 
 

18 
18 
14 
15 
15 
14 
15 
17 
15 
13 
14 
14 

 
 

12 
12 
16 

 
 

18 
18 
20 

 
 

14 
19 
18 
15 
18 
15 
14 

 
 

16 
18 
18 

0 
 
 

17 
18 
20 
16 
15 

0 
17 

 
 

18 
18 
20 

0 
19 
18 

 
 

15 
18 

0 
16 
14 
16 
12 
15 
16 
15 
13 

 
218 
192 
207 
187 
154 
162 

 
 

112 
140 
63 

134 
213 
108 
210 
106 
183 
161 
107 
255 

 
 

120 
251 
136 

 
 

185 
255 
211 

 
 

250 
187 
242 
345 
131 
218 
271 

 
 

293 
231 
164 

0 
 
 

329 
213 
78 

185 
314 

0 
223 

 
 

292 
157 
274 

0 
173 
274 

 
 

281 
317 

0 
303 
229 
304 
419 
401 
327 
293 
329 

 
111 
86 

121 
76 
39 
65 

 
 

55 
72 

8 
17 
81 
33 
78 
38 

115 
42 
48 
82 

 
 

45 
107 
70 

 
 

58 
139 
109 

 
 

92 
80 
49 

119 
35 
64 

130 
 
 

112 
60 
26 

0 
 
 

168 
87 

-47 
88 

136 
0 

78 
 
 

67 
13 
49 

0 
20 
42 

 
 

114 
188 

0 
118 
49 

119 
167 
149 
159 
53 

149 

 
542 
554 
550 
542 
466 
496 

 
 

406 
500 
350 
454 
598 
416 
589 
430 
559 
504 
413 
642 

 
 

433 
617 
461 

 
 

558 
635 
582 

 
 

636 
540 
635 
755 
480 
603 
663 

 
 

687 
606 
502 

0 
 
 

730 
590 
406 
557 
705 

0 
607 

 
 

699 
540 
675 

0 
544 
669 

 
 

679 
713 

0 
707 
629 
704 
846 
823 
728 
695 
741 

 DFN = Departure from normal (using 1961-90 normals period). 
 Precipitation (rainfall or melted snow or ice) and pan evaporation in inches. 
 Precipitation days = days with precipitation of .01 inch or more. 
 Air temperatures in degrees fahrenheit. 
 Copyright 2004:  Agricultural Weather Information Service, Inc.  All rights reserved. 



 

   

Internet Reporters= Comments, By County: 
 

Reporters are from Extension Service (Ext), Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), Farm Service Agency (FSA), 
Conservation District (CD), farmers, commodity specialists, or other knowledgeable individuals. 

 
 
ADAMS COUNTY, Judy A. Behney (FSA) - Adams County had 
another week of dry weather until last evening.  Thursday we 
received some rainfall.  Thursday night into Friday morning the 
county had from 1-2 inches depending what part of the county you 
are in and was very beneficial to the crops.  This rain was very much 
needed and the sun is out today to make the crops emerge through the 
soil.  The forecasts are calling for additional rains over the weekend. 
 
Corn and soybeans continue to be planted.  Some corn is starting to 
emerge in the field.  Wheat and barley and haylage continue to be 
chopped for forage this week.  Fruit crops continue to progress now 
after everything finished blooming.  Strawberries are starting to be 
harvested in the county grown on plastic.  Other strawberries are not 
far from coloring up and being picked. 
 
Overall the crops look good in Adams County at the present time. 
The water table is still low in the county and needs replenished for 
future months of hot and dry weather. 
 
ADAMS COUNTY, Thomas Kerr - Late week rain has helped the 
planted crops but has delayed the hay making for several days. 
Showers since Thursday have brought from 1.5 to 2 inches of rain. 
Still no cold weather to affect the fruit crop. 
 
BERKS COUNTY, Theresa Tracey (FSA) - Much needed rain fell 
last week.  Corn planting almost complete. Soybean planting started. 
 
BUCKS COUNTY, Michael Fournier (EXT) - Much needed rains 
relieved the moisture stress.  Corn planting progressed rapidly.  It has 
been a very good spring for getting field work done in a timely 
fashion. 
 
CAMBRIA COUNTY, Dolly Little (FSA) - Scattered rains from 
Thursday through Sunday with cooler temperatures.  Producers are 
still planting corn, soybeans, and potatoes.  Grasses are growing. 
 
CENTRE COUNTY, Dick Decker - We got some much need rain 
during the week, my gauge had 1.25 inches.  Corn is emerged and 
some are cutting rye and early hay. 
 
COLUMBIA COUNTY, Dan McCarty - 2.6 inches of rain since 
Thursday.  Creeks aren't up significantly so most soaked in.  The rain 
should really push corn. 
 
COLUMBIA COUNTY, John O Yocum - Received 1.5" of rain 
this past week, really improved conditions. 
 
CRAWFORD COUNTY, Ron McCorkle (NRCS) - Much needed 
rains were present this week providing seeds moisture to start 
growing.  Overall crops have been planted on time and silage 
production should start soon. 

DAUPHIN COUNTY, James Collom - Rains last week helped 
pasture and crop conditions.  Corn that was planted during the dry 
spell emerged and is looking good.  Earlier planted corn is in V3. 
Some wheat has begun to head. 
 
FOREST COUNTY, Thomas Tanner - The rain is greatly 
welcome.  The rain gave spring planted crops a big boost out of the 
ground.  Farmers are starting to fill silo with haylage. 
 
JUNIATA COUNTY, Greg Hostetter (EXT) - Corn has been 
emerging in about 8 days the past two weeks.  Starting to see some 
slug activity in heavy residue fields.  Areas with alfalfa weevils are 
showing heavy damage.  Most alfalfa is in early bud stage.  Pastures 
are looking poor, like other crops they need some rain badly. 
 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, Andrew Frankenfield (EXT) - 
Welcome rains returned Thursday night and Saturday.  Around a 1/2 
inch Thursday night and 3/4 inch Saturday.  Some parts of the county 
got close to 2 inches Saturday.  More rain this week will likely keep 
farmers out of the fields most of the week.  The majority of corn was 
planted by the end of the week, but most of soybeans still need to be 
planted.  The rain was a welcome break for farmers, but those 
needing to make hay are looking for a more stable weather pattern. 
 
SNYDER COUNTY, William C. Sheaffer - The much needed 
rainfall came in the range of 1 1/2 to 2 1/2 inches.  The early planted 
corn has emerged and is looking good.  The alfalfa weevil are doing 
significant damage to the crop, a few fields have been sprayed.  At 
this point, the hay crop appears to be short; however, with the rains 
and warmer temperatures, there is still time for a lot of growth.  The 
wheat is beginning to head and there is good size to the heads.  The 
main activities for the week were planting corn, spraying herbicides, 
hauling manure, and making equipment repairs. 
 
TIOGA COUNTY, Sherri Butters (FSA) - Tioga County 
welcomed rain Thursday evening into Friday morning.  The inch of 
rain brought the trees out overnight and grass grew almost before our 
eyes.  It continued to be a cooler weekend with rain showers off and 
on.  Rainfall now measures about 2.5" in the southeastern part of the 
county. 
 
TIOGA COUNTY, J. Craig Williams – Soil probe in fields 
fluctuated from 50 to 70 degrees in soil temperature.  Received 1 to 
1.5 inches of rain Thursday through Saturday.  Farmers are still out 
planting crops.  Remains fairly cool. 
 
WESTMORELAND COUNTY, John Lohr (FSA) - Finally 
received about 1" of much-needed rain.  Spring planting progress 
continued much ahead of the average.  Below normal temperatures 
have slowed plant growth. 



 

 

 
PA Crop Progress for Week Ending May 14, 2006 

Crop Current Week Last Year 5-Year Average 

 Percent Percent Percent 

Spring plowing 
Corn, planted 
Corn, emerged 
Barley, heading or headed 
Wheat, heading or headed 
Oats, planted 
Oats, emerged 
Soybeans, planted 
Potatoes, planted 
Alfalfa, 1st cutting 

93 
75 
34 
92 
49 
98 
66 
25 
76 
20 

91 
70 
16 
75 
12 
97 
63 
42 
64 
11 

82 
61 
23 
75 
24 
89 
63 
24 
58 

9 
 
 
 

PA Crop Condition for Week Ending May 14, 2006 

Crop Very 
Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent 

 Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent 

Corn 
Wheat 
Oats 
Alfalfa and alfalfa mixtures stand 
Timothy clover stand 
Quality of hay made 
Pasture 
Peaches 
Apples 

0 
0 
0 
0 
2 
0 
5 
0 
0 

0 
4 
2 
2 
6 
0 

17 
0 
0 

31 
25 
33 
23 
32 
21 
40 

2 
2 

49 
58 
59 
55 
56 
35 
32 
51 
50 

20 
13 

6 
20 

4 
44 

6 
47 
48 
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